
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

For Release: April 14, 2015 

 

Academy of the Sacred Heart’s Day of Service to Put 1,000 Hands to Work in the Community 

 

Bloomfield Hills, MI – On Wednesday, April 22, 2015, the Academy of the Sacred Heart will launch a 

school-wide Day of Service where all students in Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 12, together with 

faculty and staff, will participate in on- and off-campus community service opportunities.  More than 

400 students and 100 faculty and staff are expected to participate in the day’s activities. 

 

Students in Grades 4-12 will travel to Belle Isle to volunteer for the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources.  Groups of students and faculty members will fan out across the island to clean up the park in 

preparation for spring activities for guests from across the state. 

 

Younger students will remain on campus to participate in service opportunities such as working in the 

school’s community garden, making dog treats for shelter animals and making no-sew fleece blankets to 

donate to patients in local hospitals. 

 

The Day of Service is one example of the Academy’s commitment to “a social awareness which impels 

to action.” In advance of the Day of Service, students collected pledges in support of the school’s 

ongoing community service efforts, which are visible at all age levels, but especially in the Upper 

School, where time is allotted weekly during the instructional day.  Students in Grades 10-12 spend two 

hours each Thursday serving the educational, nutritional and social needs of children and adults in 

neighboring communities.  Funds raised for the April 22 Day of Service will be used to offset costs of 

these outreach efforts, such as transportation to and from service placements.  In addition, this event 

allows students to work in cross-age groups to build relationships within the school community. 

 

Jill Rafferty, Director of Advancement at Academy of the Sacred Heart, said, “When asked, most of our 

students will say that what sets them apart from students at other schools is that they get to do service.  

They get to help others.  They love doing it, and it plants the seed of philanthropy.  Students raising 

money for their school get the full benefit of what the words ‘community’ and ‘service’ are all about.  

Being humble enough to ask, strong enough to work, and generous enough to give back is the circle of 

service that will keep our school going for generations to come.” 

 

For more information about the April 22 Day of Service, please visit www.ashmi.org/dos.  To learn 

more about Academy of the Sacred Heart’s community service activities, visit www.ashmi.org/service.  
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The Academy of the Sacred Heart was founded in 1851 and is Michigan’s oldest independent school. Located at 

1250 Kensington Road in Bloomfield Hills, it is a Catholic, college-preparatory school for girls (infant-Grade 12) 

and boys (infant-Grade 8) of many cultures and faiths. The Academy is a member of the Network of Sacred Heart 

Schools, which includes 24 schools in the U. S.-Canada and affiliation with the Society of the Sacred Heart in 41 

countries around the world. For more information, visit www.ashmi.org or call 248-646-8900. 


