
Summer assignment – Read and answer questions for How the Catholic Church Built Western 

Civilization by Thomas E. Woods 

Answer questions in paragraph format.  This is an Honors class.  Please be thorough in your 

answers.  The answers should be emailed to me at mrumbell@ashmi.org by the first day of 

classes on Wednesday, September 5, 2018. 

 

Essential Questions for How the Catholic Church Built Western Civilization by Thomas E. 

Woods 

Chapter 1 – The Indispensable Church 

1. What misconceptions are addressed in this chapter about the Middle Ages and the 

Church? 

2. What arguments does the author make concerning whether the label of “Dark Ages” is a 

true description of the Middle Ages? 

3. During the Middle Ages of Europe, what evidence is presented that the Church was an 

agent of illumination or an agent of repression of knowledge, innovation and invention? 

Chapter 2 – Light in the Darkness 

1. Give two reasons why the Church became so involved in the political authority of the 

Middle Ages.   

2. What important contribution did monasticism make to the written language? 

 

Chapter 3 – How the Monks Saved Civilization 

1. What were the contributions of monasticism that laid the foundations to Western 

Civilization? 

2. Which contribution of monasticism stands out as the most important to you? 

Chapter 4 – The Church and the University 

1. How was the Church central to the creation of the university? 

2. Why was this a key component to the building of Western Civilization? 

3. What do you see as the key contribution of the university system in Western Civilization? 



Chapter 5 – The Church and Science 

1. How did Christian theology make the birth of modern science possible? 

2. What important contribution did St. Thomas Aquinas make to Catholic teaching which 

reconciled theology and science? 

3. Which priest or Jesuit stands out in your mind as having made an important contribution 

to Western Civilization? 

4. What are two things from this chapter that you have used in science classes? 

Chapter 6 – Art, Architecture, and the Church 

1. Describe the relationship between Western art and the Catholic Church’s teaching about 

the incarnation. 

2. How is Western architecture related to God’s creation of the Cosmos? 

3. If God’s will is to be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, how could you use our 

understanding of the incarnation or our understanding of Euclidean geometry to explain 

how artistic expression or architecture is important to the fulfillment of this vision in the 

Lord’s Prayer? 

Chapter 7 – The Origins of International Law 

1. What innovation did the Church introduce to international law? 

2. How did it compare to what took place before? 

3. How is it used in the modern world? 

Chapter 8 – The Church and Economics 

1. What are the two basic economic approaches to determine value? 

2. What did the late Scholastics do to earn praise from later economists? 

Chapter 9 – How Catholic Charity Changed the World 

1. What is the basis for the Church’s approach to charity? 

2. How does this contrast to other approaches found throughout history? 

3. Where have you seen Christian charity, unearned and underserved acts of mercy, taking 

place in the world? 



Chapter 10 – The Church and Western Law 

1. Why was canon law significant to the formation of western law? 

2. How did the natural rights of individuals come about? 

3. What do you think is the proper relationship between religion and secular law/civil 

authority? 

Chapter 11 – The Church and Western Morality 

1. What significant morality issues concerning life and death changed because of the 

Church’s influence? 

2. What was the basis for the Church’s stance? 

3. What was the Church’s stance on sexual morality? 

 


