
AP U.S. History Summer Work 

2018-2019 School Year 
In order to complete the following questions you will need to purchase: 

People's History of the United States: 1492 to Present (P.S.) (Paperback) by Howard Zinn 

 

Alternatively, there is a digital version available 

http://www.historyisaweapon.com/zinnapeopleshistory.html (ISBN-13: 978-0060838652) 
 

Directions: 

-Answer the questions on your own paper. 

-Responses may be typed or hand written 

-If responses are hand written it must be in blue or black ink. NO PENCIL. 

-One word answers are not sufficient. Please put time and thought into your answers. 

-Label each section or group of questions with its title i.e. 

-Be prepared to have a class seminar in the first week to discuss readings 

 

ZINN CHAPTER 1: pp. 1-11 

Columbus, The Indian, and Human Progress 

 

1. According to Zinn, what is his main purpose for writing A People’s History of the 

United States? 

 

2. What is Zinn’s thesis for pages 1-11? 

 

3. According to Zinn, how is Columbus portrayed in traditional history books? 

 

4. Why does Zinn dispute Henry Kissinger’s statement: "History is the memory of states?" 

 

5. What is Zinn’s basic criticism of historian Samuel Eliot Morison’s book, Christopher 

Columbus, Mariner? 

 

6. What major issues does Bartolome de las Casas bring up regarding Spanish expeditions 

in the Caribbean? 

 

7. Identify one early and one subsequent motive that drove Columbus to oppress 

indigenous peoples. 

 

8. What was the ultimate fate of the Arawak Indians? 

 
ZINN CHAPTER 1, pp. 2-22 

Columbus, The Indian, and Human Progress 

1. What was the significance of Quetzalcoatl? 

 

2. Compare the strategies and motives underlying the conquest of the Aztecs by Cortez and 

the conquest of the Incas by Pizzaro. 

http://www.historyisaweapon.com/zinnapeopleshistory.html


3. What were the major causes of war between the Powhatans and the English settlers? 

 

4. Discuss the significance of Powhatan’s statement, "Why will you take by force what 

you may have quietly by love?" 

 

5. Explain Governor John Winthrop’s legal and biblical justification for seizing Indian 

land. 

 

6. Explain the main tactic of warfare used by the English against the Indians. 

 
7. According to Roger Williams, how did the English usually justify their attacks on the 

Indians? 

 
8. What ultimately happened to the estimated 10 million Indians living in North America at 

the time of Columbus’ arrival? 

 

9. Evaluate the statement: "If there are sacrifices to be made for human progress, is it not 

essential to hold to the principle that those to be sacrificed must make the decision 

themselves?" 

 

10. How does Zinn attempt to prove that the Indians were not inferior? Provide examples. 

 
ZINN CHAPTER 2 

Drawing the Color Line 

 

1. According to Zinn, what is the root of racism in America? 

 

2. Why were Africans considered "better" slaves than Indians in Virginia? 

 

3. How did 16th century Africa compare to 16th century Europe politically, economically, 

and militarily? 

 

4. How did slavery in Africa differ from slavery in Europe and the Americas? 

 

5. Describe the conditions that slaves on ships coming to America ("Middle Passage"). 

 

6. What was the position of the Catholic Church in Portugal vis-à-vis slavery? 

 

7. In terms of mortality, what was the cost of slavery? 

 

8. What was the relationship between slavery and the plantation system? 

 

9. What evidence exists that America’s slaves did not accept their fate easily? 

 

10. Why did slave owners fear poor whites? 



ZINN CHAPTER 3 

Persons of Mean and Vile Condition 

 

1. What is Zinn’s thesis in this chapter? 

 

2. What was the underlying cause of Bacon’s Rebellion? 

 

3. What was the "double motive" of the Virginia government vis-à-vis Bacon’s Rebellion? 

 

4. What groups of people took part in Bacon’s Rebellion? 

 

5. Explain indentured servitude (also known as the "headright system"). 

 

6. How did the voyage of indentured servants to America compare with the "Middle 

Passage." 

 

7. What generally happened to indentured servants after they became free? 

 

8. To what extent did a class structure emerge in America by 1700? 

 

9. What evidence does Zinn provide regarding the monopoly of power by the rich in 

Boston? 

 

10. Explain the statement: "The country therefore was not "born free" but born slave and 

free, servant and master, tenant and landlord, poor and rich." 

 

11. How did the rich manage to keep Indians "at a distance?" 

 

12. What was the probable reason why Parliament made transportation to the New World a 

legal punishment for crime? 

 

13. Explain the statement: "race was becoming more and more practical." 

 
 

ZINN CHAPTER 4 

Tyranny is Tyranny 

 

1. What is the thesis of this chapter? 

 

2. According to Zinn, how did the creation of the United States benefit the upper class? 

 

3. Describe the disproportionate distribution of wealth in Boston, Philadelphia, and New 

York. 

 

4. Why were both Loyalists and leaders of the Revolution concerned about the lower 

classes in Philadelphia. 

 

5. What major issues fueled the Regulator movement? 



6. What was General Gage’s observation vis-à-vis the leaders of the movement against the 

Stamp Act? 

 

7. What advice did colonial leaders including -- Samuel Adams and James Otis -- give to 

the people concerning the Townshend Acts? 

 

8. What class did the leaders of the Sons of Liberty come from? What was their goal? 

 

9. What was the significance of Patrick Henry’s oratory? 

 

10. What was one of John Adam’s concerns vis-à-vis Thomas Paine’s Common Sense? 

 

11. According to Zinn, who does Paine really represent? 

 

12. What groups of Americans were deprived of the ideals set forth in the Declaration of 

Independence? 

 

13. What is the irony Zinn tries to convey concerning John Locke? 

 

14. Explain the statement: "Tyranny is Tyranny let it come from whom it may." 

 
ZINN CHAPTER 5: Part I -- pp. 76-88 

A Kind of Revolution 

 

1. What support did the Revolutionary War effort have among the colonial population? 

 

2. What impact did slavery have on the war effort in the South? 

 

3. What incentives did the Revolutionary War leaders use to attract recruits? 

 

4. What was the American Navy’s position vis-à-vis impressment? 

 

5. Why did Robert Morris’ plan to assuage the concerns of financial contributors to the 

Continental Congress anger the common soldier? 

 

6. What was the British strategy concerning slavery in the South? 

 

7. How is the general perception that the Revolution engendered the separation of church 

and state challenged by Zinn? 

 

8. How did land confiscated from Loyalists reflect the Revolution’s effect on class 

relations? 

 

9. How does Edmund S. Morgan’s summary of the class nature of the Revolution 

challenge the popular perception of the Revolution and its ideals? How does 

Richard Morris’ statement also challenge popular perception? 



10. Explain Carl Degler’s assertion that "no new social class came to power throughout 
the door of the American revolution." 

 

11. What was the impact of America’s victory on the Native Americans? 

 
12. Explain Jennings’ statement: The Revolution was a "multiplicity of variously oppressed and 

exploited peoples who preyed upon each other." 

 

ZINN CHAPTER 5: Part II -- pp. 88-101 

A Kind of Revolution 

 

1. What is Charles Beard’s thesis in An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution vis-à- 

vis the Founding Fathers and the creation of the Constitution? 

 

2. What was the source of resentment in western towns of Massachusetts against the 

legislature in Boston? 

 

3. How did disgruntled western farmers seek to improve their shaky economic situation? 

 

4. What was Daniel Shays’s objective? 

 

5. What was Thomas Jefferson’s view of popular uprisings? Contrast his view with those 

of the established leadership. 

 

6. Why does Zinn state that democracy’s problem in post-Revolutionary America was not 

primarily due to Constitutional limitations on voting? 

 

7. How is Zinn critical of Madison’s argument in Federalist X. 

 

8. Why does Zinn assert that despite party differences among Federalists and Democratic- 

Republicans they were both fundamentally similar? 

 

9. How does Zinn characterize the Constitution’s compromises? 

 

10. How does Zinn refute one of Beard’s critics, Robert E. Brown? 

 

11. How does the Constitution illustrate the complexity of the American system? 

 

12. How does the Constitution’s contract clause or tax clause favor rich over poor? 

 

13. How does Zinn argue the First Amendment is not as stable as one might assume? 

 

14. How does Zinn contrast the government’s enforcement of the First Amendment and the 

power to tax? 

 

15. How does Zinn refute Bernard Bailyn’s view of the creation of the Constitution? 



ZINN CHAPTER 6 

The Intimately Oppressed 

 

1. What is the theme of the reading? 

 

2. How does treatment of women differ between societies based on private property and those 

based on communal living? Why? 

 

3. How did the earliest female settlers in Virginia fare? 

 

4. How were women treated on the frontier compared to those living in towns or cities? 

 

5. How did English law affect the status of women in America? 

 

6. How does Zinn use the case of Ann Hutchinson to support his basic argument? 

 

7. Explain the position of Abigail Adams vis-à-vis the role of women in America. 

 

8. What social forces led to the onset of the "cult of true womanhood" or the "cult of 

domesticity?" Describe the woman’s role in this philosophy. 

 

9. How was dress used as a means of social control? 

 

10. What rights were denied women in the "cult of true womanhood?" 

 

11. How did workers’ strikes in the 1830s and 1840s reflect the changing role of women? 

 

12. What is the connection between primary school teaching and women’s participation in 

reform movement of the 1830s, 1840s and 1850s? 

 

13. Create a table for the women reformers discussed in the reading. 



DUE: Submitted to Google Classroom BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS 

PROMPT: In what ways have women’s roles changed over time in 

American History? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A SUCCESFUL ESSAY WILL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 
 

 Strong Thesis Statement 

 Three Main Ideas to Support the Topic/Thesis 

 Strong Conclusion 

 Readability/Continued and Cohesive Argument 

 MLA Citations, as needed 


