
 
 

William (Bill) Fawcett 

April 8, 1958 - August 28, 2016 

 

For 28 years, Bill Fawcett was the heart of the Academy of the Sacred Heart.  He was always at the center of things, 
giving life to the dreams, visions, and hopes of so many -- being the shadow of God’s light among us.  He reflected 
the values his family gave to him:  honesty, integrity, hard work, fidelity, and faith.  Bill knew everything -- every 
pipe, every valve, every pump -- of both the physical plant and the inner workings of the human heart.  
 
Bill’s first love was always his family.  He profoundly loved his beloved wife Sharen and his son Derek (along with 
his abounding pride and joy in welcoming Derek’s fiancee Sarah Brewer into the family), along with his sister June 
(Terry) Smith, mother Maxine, and extended family.  There is nothing he would not give or do to help another and 
that was evident in his actions, even more than his words. 
 

But, second on the family tree was the family of the Academy of the Sacred Heart.  Generations of students and 
adults have Bill stories -- funny, poignant, truth-filled, passionate, challenging, and always  with high expectations 
for how others should be treated.  Bill taught us how to be whole, to be fully alive, to embrace every day for the 
good that it had and to love with our feet and hands as well as with our words.  He could craft a message of love 
with wood or steel, fix things that had been deemed beyond repair, and hammer the unworkable into beauty, never 
waiting for a word of thanks or public recognition of any kind.   
 

Bill has been for us, God’s shadow -- the light met him and through him we have seen the face of God -- the joy of 
being taken care of with Amazing Grace, the wisdom of excellence in every task, and the tool that was his signature 
-- Love.  We are less without Bill -- there is a space that will be empty -- a seat at the back picnic table that will be 
held for him -- and a legacy of generous action matched with gratitude. 
 
Thank you, Bill -- for being our light, our love, our friend, our brother.  Be sure to keep a place for us at the table 
and help us to match our goodness to yours that we might join you in that place where there is no suffering, no 
dialysis, no waiting, no traffic. We count on you to help us to keep our hearts united to yours as we build a world 
that is worthy of the love and confidence you had in each of us. 
 
We will remember Bill Fawcett at a Memorial Service on Wednesday, August 31 at 11 a.m. in the Large Chapel.   
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In lieu of flowers, please consider a gift to the Fawcett Family Fund, available for online gifts or in envelopes 
provided at the memorial service. 

http://www.ashmi.org/
https://www.gofundme.com/billfawcett

